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the last days of the Monarchy.* Writing in 1923, Bauer explained his position in 1917 as a consequence of his belief that it was impossible to keep the peoples of the Monarchy together without relying on reactionary forces. Social Democracy could not support such a union without betraying its ideals. The federalist position of the Brno programme 2 had therefore to be dropped, and the complete separation of the Austrian nationalities envisaged.3
Such an attitude, if it indeed represented that of the Austrian left-wing Socialists in the decisive winter of 1917-18, would, no less than that of Friedrich Adler in 1916, have virtually expressed complete despair of the possibility of the working classes leading the coming revolution, and of socialism arising from it. Serious people could expect only extreme nationalist leadership in each national republic if the revolution were to result in complete separation. And if the working classes were to lead, they would have had no reason, especially under the conditions of October 1917, to sever all connections, instead of building upon new foundations the structure which the Hapsburg monarchy had failed to maintain. It should be remarked that during the summer of 1918 adherents of Bauer's point of view, who attacked Rentier's principle that it was practically impossible to attain a truly national delimitation of territorial states, based their argument not on the possibilities of minority protection and commercial agreements between friendly states, and so on, but on the example of the Soviet republics, which had demonstrated that temporary separation might lead to a voluntary, and therefore more stable, federation.4
Deeds rather than political formulas were to decide the future of the Danubian peoples. In January 1918, in answer to the Brest-Litovsk policy of German imperialism, the German-Austrian and Hungarian workers began a general strike, against which the government was no longer able to make full use of the army. A few weeks later the Austrian battle fleet at Gattaro hoisted the Red Flag, together with the tricolour of the Southern
1 See below, p. 243.
2 As we have seen above (pp. 210 and 213 ff) this interpretation of the programme was not correct, or at least was not the current pre-War interpretation.    The Brno programme would have been federalist, if interpreted as in the declaration of the Left of October 1917.
3 Bauer, op. tit.  (1923), p. 61.
v 4 See Der Kampf} monthly organ of the Austrian Social Democratic Party, 1918, No. 6 ff., with articles by Renner and Austerlitz (the latter defending the position of the Left), especially p. 528.